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PRIVATE PILOT COURSE STAGE III 

ORAL EXAM 

Lesson Objective:  This lesson is Stage Check III End-of Course conducted by the Chief Flight 
Instructor, designated Assistant Chief Flight Instructor or another designated Check Flight 
Instructor.   

Completion Standards: During this stage check the PUI (Pilot Under Instruction) must meet or 
exceed private pilot proficiency in accordance with the current FAA Private Pilot Airmen 
Certification Standards. 

* Prior to stage check, all syllabus sheets up to this stage check need to be completed, 
signed, dated and placed in the Chief or Assistant Chief’s in-box. 

**Stage check possible outcomes: (S) Satisfactory, (U) Unsatisfactory, or (I) Incomplete 
(due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances.)  If PUI receives an unsatisfactory 
result, PUI shall be required to retake the stage check in those areas found deficient.  

Training Records 

Identify Verification 
Review of Training Folder 
Verify/Updated Manuals 
Verify/Update Publications 
 

Student’s Name: ____________________ Check Instructor: ___________________________ 

QUESTIONS S U I COMMENTS 
     
Certificates and Documents     
     
What are the privileges and limitations 
that apply to a private pilot? (61.113) 

    

To act as PIC what must a pilot have in 
his physical possession or readily 
accessible in the aircraft? 

    

As it relates to certification, privileges, 
and limitations, what do category, class, 
and type mean? (airplane, SEL, DC-9) 

    

Do you need your logbook with you?     
Once you obtain your pilot certificate are 
you required to log every flight?  Or to 
maintain any kind of logbook?   

    

What needs to be done in order to stay     
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current? 
Are you permitted to tow gliders?  
(61.69),(91.309) 
If so, what is required of you? Hour 
requirements? Endorsements? 

    

What must we do in order to keep our 
pilot certificate current? (61.56, 61.57) 

    

How long is your medical valid?     
Under 40? Over 40?      
Which weight and balance must be in the 
aircraft? The one on the take-off data 
card, or the one in the airplane flight 
manual? 

    

If a pilot changes his permanent mailing 
address, how long can the pilot exercise 
the privileges of his certificate without 
notifying the FAA?  30 days after the 
date of the move (61.60) 

    

How can you determine if your airplane 
is equipped with a Mode C transponder? 
(W&B equipment list) 

    

     
Airworthiness Requirements     
     
What preflight action is required by the 
FAR’s (91.207, 91.215, 91.405, 91.413) 

    

What is a NOTAM?     
Where are some different resources of 
Weather? 

    

Where can I find runway lengths?     
What is an Alternate?     
What are the fuel requirements for this 
flight? 

    

What documents are required to be on 
board the aircraft prior to flight? 

    

The trim placard is missing above the co-
pilot yoke.  Is this required for our flight? 
Grab here placard?  (91.9) Can it be 
deferred?   

    

Does an Airworthiness Certificate ever 
expire? 

    

When does an aircraft registration 
certificate expire? AC 61-23C 

    

Does the POH meet the requirement of 
having an Owner’s Manual? 

    

Who is responsible for ensuring an     
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aircraft is maintained in an airworthy 
condition?   91.403 
Discuss required inspections 91.409     
What is an Airworthiness Directive?  Is 
compliance mandatory?  AC 61-23C 

    

What are the different kinds of AD’s?     
Can you ever fly out of annual?  What 
about 100 hr?  91.409 and 91.213 

    

What do you need to overfly an annual 
and where can you obtain one? 

    

Do you need to have an ELT installed in 
the airplane for today’s flight?  91.207 

    

When does an ELT battery have to be 
replaced or recharged? 91.207 

    

What equipment and instruments do you 
need to have in the airplane for today’s 
flight?    

    

How about if you were to fly tonight?     
ATOMATOEFLAMES/FLAPS     
What would you do if you found the 
landing light inoperative? 

    

What is a Minimum Equipment List?  
Who is required to have one?  AC 91-67 

    

Do we have one for our airplane?     
What do we have?     
Cam am aircraft owner change a MEL 
AC 91-67 

    

Can you fly an aircraft with known 
inoperative equipment?  91.213 

    

Flowchart- Show student     
     
Performance and Limitations     
     
What are the four forces of flight?     
Describe various components of an 
airfoil. 

    

What is camber?  Can we change it?     
What is angle of incidence?  Can we 
change it?   

    

How is lift created?       
Explain Bernoulli’s principle     
Explain different types of drag.     
What is the airspeed where induced and 
parasite drag meet? 

    

Does Vg change?  Why?     
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Explain turning tendencies.     
What is stability?  Types?     
Explain the effects of a forward/aft CG.     
How does a wing stall?       
What are the max ramp, takeoff, and 
landing weights for the airplane? 

    

Why is the ramp weight different from 
takeoff weight? 

    

Can you takeoff with a weight that is 
over max gross takeoff weight? 

    

Discuss all V speeds.       
What is Va?  Does it ever change? Why?      
What are today’s takeoff and landing 
distances?  Do they change?   

    

Are you required to calculate it for every 
flight?   

    

If you have a tailwind how does this 
affect your takeoff distance? 

    

When would you want to do a Vx climb?       
How about a Vy climb?     
How do you calculate fuel burn?     
Why do you need to calculate it?     
What would you want to do when 
landing in gusty conditions? 

    

     
Weather Information     
     
What are the standard temperature and 
pressure values for sea level? 

    

Discuss isobars.  What does it mean 
when the isobars are close together? 

    

What type of clouds, visibility and 
precipitation would you expect from 
stable air to unstable air? 

    

What must be present in order for a 
thunderstorm to form? 

    

Types of fog: Advection, Radiation, 
Upslope, Precipitation Induced. 

    

How did you determine weather 
information for today’s flight? 

    

What types of weather briefings can you 
receive from Flight Service Station 
briefer? 

    

What is EFAS? (Flight Watch)     
On what frequency can you contact     
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EFAS? 
What is a METAR? Types, issuance, 
valid times? 

    

What is a TAF? Issuance, valid times, 
area of coverage? 

    

What is the definition of a ceiling?     
Does a TAF report cloud ceilings in MSL 
or AGL? 

    

Describe FROM, BECMG, TEMPO, 
PROB, on a TAF. 

    

Area Forecast? Issuance, valid times.  
What are the four sections of an Area 
Forecast? 

    

Does an Area Forecast report cloud 
ceilings in MSL or AGL? 

    

What are In-flight Aviation Weather 
Advisories? 

    

AIRMET? Issue, valid times, Sierra, 
Tango, Zulu. 

    

SIGMET?  Issue, valid? Why are they 
issued? 

    

CONVECTIVE SIGMET? Issue, valid, 
When are they issued? 

    

Winds and temperatures aloft forecast? 
Issue, Valid times? 

    

How do you know which winds aloft 
forecast to use?   

    

What does 710556 mean on a Winds and 
Temperatures Aloft Forecast if the 
forecast level is 30,000 ft.? 

    

Winds will not be forecast within how 
many feet of station elevation on a FD? 
1500 ft. 

    

Temperatures will not be forecast within 
how many feet of station elevation?  
2500 feet station elevation or 3000 ft. 
level. 

    

Surface Analysis Chart?  Issued? Valid? 
Information? 

    

Weather Depiction Chart? Issued? Valid? 
Information? 

    

Significant Weather Prognostic Chart? 
Issued? Valid/ Info? 

    

     
VFR X-C Flight Planning     
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How did you select your course?     
How did you select your altitude?     
What factors did you consider? 
Regulations, wind, visibility, airspace? 

    

How did you arrive at true course, 
magnetic course, true heading, and 
magnetic heading? How do you 
determine Magnetic Course?   

    

What is the hemispherical rule?  What 
altitude does it start?   

    

How do you calculate time, groundspeed, 
ETA’s, and fuel burn? 

    

How do you calculate top of climb?     
What are some different types of 
airspeed? 

    

How do you determine your TAS for 
flight planning purposes?  How do you 
determine TAS in the air? 

    

What are VFR day time fuel 
requirements?  Night? 

    

Are you required to file a flight plan for a 
cross country flight?  Why would you 
want to file a flight plan?  What do you 
put in the route section for the flight 
plan? 

    

What would you do to obtain current 
weather while flying? 

    

Where would you find HIWAS?     
Where would you find the frequency for 
a FSS? 

    

Why would you want to contact FSS 
while flying? 

    

Why would it be important to amend 
your flight plan if you are not going to 
arrive on time? 

    

Who closes a VFR flight plan?     
What is pilotage?  What is dead 
reckoning?  

    

How far away should you be able to 
receive a VOR at 4500 ft? 

    

What do you need to operate within 
Class B airspace? 

    

How do you fly into Class B airspace?     
Are there any VFR corridors for the 
airspace? 

    

What are the VFR fuel requirements for     
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day operations?  Night operations? 
What is magnetic variation?     
What limitations apply to a VOR?     
What should you do if you become lost?     
What are the required preflight actions?     
NOTAMS?  What are they?  How many 
different types?   

    

Where else can I get information for our 
destination airports? 

    

How often is the A/FD updated?     
     
National Airspace System     
     
How can you tell if your charts are 
current? 

    

Discuss Class A airspace.     
Discuss Class B airspace.     
What is a mode C veil?     
Discuss Class C airspace.     
Discuss Class D airspace.     
Discuss Class E airspace.     
Victor Airways     
Airspace above FL 600     
Discuss Class G airspace.     
Discuss Special Use Airspace.     
Warning     
Alert      
Restricted     
Prohibited     
MOA      
MTR     
TFR     
VFR Corridors     
VFR Flyways     
VFR Transition Routes     
Parachute Jump Areas     
Airport Advisory Areas     
National Security Areas     
TRSA     
Decode A/FD entry for KMYF     
Other questions as applicable to identify 
items on charts. 
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Operations of Systems     
     
Describe the engine in this airplane?     
What does normally aspirated mean?     
What is used to cool the engine?     
What is meant by four stroke engine?     
Why do we need oil in the engine?     
What is the oil capacity of your aircraft?     
What type of oil does it use?     
What type of propeller does your aircraft 
have? 

    

What does the mixture control do?     
Why do you need to adjust it as you 
climb or descend? 

    

Describe the fuel system.     
What is the fuel capacity of the aircraft? 
Usable? Unusable? 

    

How much does a gallon of fuel weigh?     
What is the lowest point in the fuel 
system? 

    

What color is 100LL?  How about other 
types of fuel? What happens when 
different fuel grades are mixed together? 

    

What could be other types of clear 
fluids? 

    

Why do you drain a sample of fuel before 
each flight? 

    

What are the fuel reserve requirements 
for VFR flight? 

    

What are stall strips?  What do they do?     
What is flap operating airspeed range?     
What type of brakes does the airplane 
have? 

    

How does the vacuum system work?     
Where is the vacuum pump located?     
Describe the electrical system. 
How many buses are there? 

    

What is the isolation diode?  What is its 
purpose? 

    

What are some limitations on autopilot 
usage? 

    

Do we have any vacuum gyros?     
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Aeromedical Factors     
     
Discuss runway and landing illusions     
Discuss in-flight illusions. ICEFLAGGS     
What is hypoxia? Types? Symptoms? 
Corrective action? 

    

How do you treat a hypoxic passenger?     
What is hyperventilation?  Symptoms? 
Corrective Actions? 

    

How do you treat a hyperventilating 
passenger? 

    

What can dehydration do to you during 
flight? 

    

Scuba diving and flying?     
Head or sinus cold?     
What is spatial disorientation and what 
causes it? 

    

What is carbon monoxide poisoning?       
How does carbon monoxide poisoning 
occur and what are the symptoms and 
corrective action? 

    

     
Special Emphasis Areas     
     
All areas     
     
Additional Areas     
     
As assigned by Instructor (if necessary)     
     
Outcome of Stage III End-of- Course     
 


